
 Welcome to the American College of Dentists! 
 
 
 

 

The staff at our headquarters just outside of Washington, D.C., is excited to extend a warm 
welcome to the College! 

 
Below are answers to frequently asked questions. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any other questions you may have.  
 
How do I register for the meeting? 
 
Registration is done through the ADA’s online registration website, ada.org/meeting, using group code ACDSFO. If you 
experience any difficulties, please call Experient at 800-974-2925, or the ACD office at 301-977-3223. You can also find 
information about the meeting and a link to the registration site under the Annual Meeting tab at acd.org. 

Why does it cost $650 to join the ACD? 

The induction fee covers the expense of nominees’ attendance at the Annual Meeting and Convocation. Specifically, it includes: 

The cap and gown rental for Convocation The 10-karat gold membership pin  
Two seats at our black tie-optional gala Hand-lettered certificate 
One seat at our luncheon  

 

Most years, the actual cost per nominee exceeds the fee. In addition to the actual meals, the luncheon and dinner dance 

include entertainment, and wine is served with dinner. This is a true celebration of our new Fellows, and of the Fellowship as a 

whole. Our Annual Meeting and Convocation is well-known for its distinctive speakers and fun social events. Please register for 

the events you wish to attend. Your registration page will reflect a zero balance for most C.E. sessions, one luncheon, and two 

gala seats. 

What can I expect from the Convocation ceremony? 

Using many of the ceremonial procedures instituted by the Founders of the College at the first Convocation in 1921, the 

Convocation ceremony is steeped in tradition. We also engage top-notch speakers who relay current thinking, practice, and 

research on ethics and leadership, such as Norman Mineta, former Transportation Secretary, and this year’s speaker, Mary Jo 

White, former United States Attorney for the Southern District of New York and former Chair of the Securities and Exchange 

Commission. Participants wear traditional academic regalia, and special awardees are recognized. Guests are welcome to 

attend free of charge. Generally, the Convocation lasts two hours. It is a time where we connect with our history while 

embracing our future. 

Does the membership fee cover the first full year of dues? 

It does not. New Fellows will receive their first dues statement in November or December, after Convocation. National dues are 

currently $225, and most Sections charge local dues. The Section dues go back to the Sections for use in local projects. 

I can’t come to the Convocation this year, may I delay my induction? 

Yes, you may delay induction for one year. If you experience a major event, such as deployment for a military assignment, and 

need to delay another year please make sure to contact the office as soon as possible.  

I thought I could come to the Annual Meeting and Convocation so I registered and paid. Now I know I cannot attend. Can I 
apply my payment to next year? 

Unfortunately, no. If you find you cannot attend after registering, please call the office as soon as possible. In most cases, a full 

or partial refund can be made. Refunds are not guaranteed if the cancellation is made within five days of the meeting, and 

there are no refunds, including partial refunds, once the meeting is underway. 



May I bring my family? 

Yes, please do! You may purchase extra seats for the luncheon and gala, but the Convocation of New Fellows is free and open 

to all. You are also welcome to bring a guest at no charge to our C.E. presentations, most of which center on leadership and 

ethics and can be applied across professions.  

What can I expect from the C.E. presentations? 

Oftentimes, the College has spent a year or more identifying exactly the right people to speak at our meeting on the topics of 

ethics and leadership. Past presenters have included: 

 Mark Sanborn, author of Lead Like Fred 

 Kevin Brown, author of The Hero Effect 

 Steve Gilliland, author of Enjoy The Ride, Making a Difference, and Hide Your Goat 

There is also a special topics in ethics course presented by members of the American Society for Dental Ethics. This course is a 

half-day class on the Wednesday of meeting week, and there is an additional fee to attend. 

Who will I be sitting with at the dinner dance? 

We make every effort to seat people per their requests, which can be made during registration. We also take into consideration 

your nominator and seconder, your Section, and your Regency. Two things make a big difference when you are requesting 

seating: 1) make sure you register by the deadline and 2) make sure that whoever you want to sit with also lists you as a table-

mate. 

I have food allergies. Can I request a special meal for the luncheon and the dinner dance? 

We will work with the hotel to accommodate your requests. Please contact Suzan at suzan@acd.org before the registration 

deadline to ensure the hotel is prepared. We cannot guarantee special meal requests made after the registration deadline. 

What happens after I am inducted? 

You should hear from your Section Chair and Regent very soon after you are inducted. Many Sections will actually contact you 

before the Annual Meeting to organize a group dinner out with the Section, or in some other way make sure they get to meet 

you. A great way to meet others in your Section and Regency is to attend the Regency Breakout Session. This takes place on the 

Wednesday afternoon of meeting week. Most Sections have projects that they sponsor and interact with the local dental 

schools. We encourage you to get involved. 

How is the ACD organized? 

The College has eight geographic Regencies, which are subdivided into Sections, with volunteer leadership at each level. You 

will receive more information about this at the New Fellow Orientation on the Thursday morning of the meeting. You can also 

find out more by visiting our website at acd.org. 

What does the ACD do? 

The College focuses on projects that fulfill our mission of “advancing excellence, ethics, professionalism, and leadership in 

dentistry.” We provide ethics and leadership learning materials through the distribution of educational materials to dental 

schools, and a robust on-line C.E. program. We also fund scholarships for advanced learning in ethics and leadership. Through 

our Section Activity Program we have provided funding for mock peer review experiences for dental students, and helped bring 

renowned speakers on ethics, professionalism, and leadership to our Sections around the country. We also publish a scholarly 

journal, the Journal of the American College of Dentists, as well as a newsletter for our Fellows. Your dues include a subscription 

to both publications, and also help to further the mission of the College. 


